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Abstract

Deliberation-Based Action Civics:
A Comparative Case Study of the United States,

Norway, Denmark, and Portugal

Oh Lisa

(Field Researcher, Seoul Education Policy Institute)

This study examines international cases of deliberation-oriented,
debate-centered participatory civic education to identify design principles
and pedagogical directions for Korean adolescents’ civic education. In
contemporary democracies, the limits of representation, political polarization,
and tokenistic youth participation call for approaches that position youth as
active participants in democratic life. Drawing on literature on citizenship,
participatory civic education, and deliberative democracy, the study
comparatively analyzes four programs: the National High School Ethics
Bowl (NHSEB) in the United States, WEXFO Youth Voices/Take Action
in Norway, Skolevalg in Denmark, and the School Participatory Budget
(SPB) in Portugal. The findings show that debate and deliberation can
function as complementary pedagogical approaches for fostering democratic
citizenship. Across cases, four mechanisms were consistently identified-
substantive authority, authenticity of experience, curricular-co-curricular

integration, and sustainability of participation-through which adolescents
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developed a deeper understanding of public issues, civic self-efficacy, and
communal responsibility. The study suggests that civic education in Korea
should institutionalize debate-based participatory designs by granting
students real authority and establishing sustainable connections between

curricular and co-curricular learning and between schools and communities.

Key words : Debate Education, Youth Participation, Citizenship, Deliberative

Democracy, Action Civics
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