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Abstract

Teaching in a Time of Transition in
the International Order:

Changes in the Narratives of

Middle School Social Studies Textbooks

Ko, Hyerim
(Ph.D Student, Social Studies Education, Ewha Womans University

Teacher, Korea University Middle School)

Choi, Yoonjung

(Professor, Social Studies Education, Ewha Womans University)

This study analyzes changes in the descriptions of global society and
international politics presented in eight middle school social studies
textbooks-four published under the 2015 Revised Curriculum and four
under the 2022 Revised Curriculum-through both quantitative and
qualitative approaches. The middle school social studies curriculum holds
significance as a common and compulsory subject that addresses actors in
the international community as well as global issues and conflicts under the
knowledge and understanding domain of international politics. Drawing on
the three major theories of international politics-realism, liberalism, and
constructivism-this study identified key words symbolizing the perspectives

and contents through which global society is portrayed. Using text mining,
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we analyzed the frequency and patterns of the key words, and further
examined the tendencies and changes in textbook narratives about the
international community through qualitative validation. The findings provide
empirical evidence of how global society and international politics are
represented and have evolved in textbooks as resources that shape students’
perceptions of the world, and offer theoretical and practical implications for

education related to international politics.

Key words : international politics, global sociery, social studies, textbook, text mining
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