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Comprehensive Summary

2025 Research on Monitoring the Implementation of Global Citizenship Education in
the Republic of Korea through SDG 4.7

This study forms part of the Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International Understanding under
the auspices of UNESCO (APCEIU)'s multi-year programme to enhance national monitoring of
progress towards Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4.7 in the Republic of Korea. Building on
earlier phases of work that developed and refined a global citizenship education (GCED) monitoring
framework adapted to the Korean context (2018-2024), the study examines: (1) the extent to which
GCED is reflected in regional education policies and organisational arrangements; (2) how GCED
is integrated into the 2022 Revised National Curriculum for Elementary School; and (3) teachers’

experiences in assessing learning outcomes in GCED.

Using the GCED monitoring framework for the Korean context established in previous research,
the study reviewed policy documents and organisational structures from all 17 Metropolitan and
Provincial Offices of Education (MPOEs). It analysed the proportion of GCED-related programmes in
annual work plans, as well as the distribution of personnel and units responsible for GCED and related
themes. The study also assessed GCED integration across achievement standards in 11 subjects in
elementary school, considering both the standards themselves and their accompanying explanations
and implementation notes. In addition, teachers’ assessment practices were examined to understand

how they interpret the purpose and process of assessing learning outcomes in GCED.

Findings indicate that GCED-related programmes accounted for approximately 9.8% of all MPOE
initiatives on average, with notable differences across regions. Several MPOEs—such as Gyeonggi,
Gyeongnam, Jeju, Incheon, Jeonbuk, Chungnam, Gwangju and Jeonnam—demonstrated
comparatively active engagement, often highlighting thematic priorities such as global citizenship,
gender equality, peace, human rights, cultural diversity and sustainable development. Nevertheless,
GCED remains a relatively small component of overall policy portfolios, and organisational capacity
remains uneven. Only a limited proportion of MPOE units and staff are dedicated to GCED, and

responsibilities are frequently dispersed across divisions without adequate coordination.

Analysis of the 2022 Revised National Curriculum for Elementary School shows that GCED principles
are embedded in the overarching aims and key competencies, particularly in relation to addressing
the climate crisis and fostering global citizenship competencies. Across subjects, 20.89% of
achievement standards were identified as GCED-related. Integration was most prominent in the
early-grade integrated subjects (Moral Life, Inquiring Life, Pleasant Life) (48.96%), as well as in Social
Studies (43.88%) and Moral Education (43.75%). In contrast, English (8.33%) and Mathematics
(2.07%) showed very low levels of explicit alignment with GCED. For comparison, findings from
APCEIU’s 2024 study of the middle school curriculum showed a higher overall level of GCED
integration (31.57%), with broader distribution across subjects such as Environmental Education,
Health Education, Music, Technology & Home Economics, and Art. By thematic area, sustainable
development (7.76%) and global citizenship (6.29%) were most frequently addressed, reflecting
the curriculum’s emphasis on climate action and global citizenship competencies. Cultural diversity
(4.70%) received moderate attention, whilst human rights (1.47%), gender equality (0.42%) and

peace (0.25%) were represented only minimally, indicating significant thematic imbalance.



Teachers' assessment practices across elementary, middle and high schools reveal that GCED
evaluation is generally understood as a formative and developmental process rather than solely a
measure of attainment. Teachers employed a range of qualitative methods—such as observation,
self- and peer-assessment, writing tasks, discussions and portfolios—to capture changes in students’
knowledge, attitudes and behaviours. However, they also noted challenges in systematising these
qualitative judgements, especially in high schools where assessment is closely tied to college
entrance examinations and greater emphasis is placed on reliability and objectivity. Across levels,
teachers pointed to the absence of comprehensive assessment tools capable of capturing cognitive,
socio-emotional and behavioural dimensions of GCED. Furthermore, the limited opportunities for
teachers to collaborate and share information regarding GCED activities and learning assessment

were also noted as a constraint.

Drawing on these findings, the study proposes several policy directions to strengthen GCED
monitoring in the Republic of Korea in alignment with SDG 4.7. First, a stronger national framework is
required, including clear regulations and guidelines from the Ministry of Education and a coordinated
monitoring system led by APCEIU. Although various organisations and MPOEs implement GCED-
related programmes, they are not required to report their progress, and no mechanism exists to
consolidate information across sectors. A national system should therefore support both international
reporting and evidence-based policy improvement. Second, organisational arrangements within
MPQOEs should be reinforced to enable coherent planning and implementation, supported by
dedicated units or enhanced inter-departmental cooperation. This would help ensure that GCED is
integrated across education policy as a whole, rather than remaining a set of isolated initiatives. Third,
monitoring results should be systematically fed back into policy processes through integrated data
systems, linking administrative data with survey findings and creating structured channels for sharing
and dialogue. Fourth, participatory, school-centred monitoring approaches are also needed to
capture classroom-level implementation and student learning processes, which remain insufficiently
visible in current monitoring practices that focus primarily on policy inputs. Establishing feedback
mechanisms between schools and MPOEs will help ensure that national policies are organically
connected to school-level practices and that GCED leads to meaningful learning transformations.
Fifth, teachers’ assessment literacy and capacity for formative, process-oriented evaluation should be
strengthened through professional development, including tailored capacity-building workshops,
practical guidance, and professional learning communities. Sixth, Korea’s GCED monitoring
framework should be periodically reviewed to reflect evolving global discourses on SDG 4.7 and
emerging post-SDGs discussions, ensuring both contextual relevance and international coherence.
Finally, the scope of GCED monitoring should expand beyond elementary and secondary schooling
to encompass early childhood education, higher education, lifelong learning and non-formal
education delivered by local governments and civil society organisations. Although diverse forms
of GCED are actively implemented across these sectors, no comprehensive system exists to track
them systematically. Thus, developing a more comprehensive and multi-layered monitoring system—
potentially supported by big data analytics and Al-assisted exploratory methods—would enable the
Republic of Korea to better understand GCED implementation across sectors and contribute more

effectively to global policy dialogue on transformative education.
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StH QAT 2| "THow Does Education about the Holocaust Advance Global Citizenship Education?
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